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Dear Friends and Supporters, 
It has been very heartening during the past three 
months to receive your positive feedback about our 
newsletter and to welcome more members to our 
February meeting. The next meeting will be held at 
St Phillips Church Hall, Cornwall St, Annerley on Sat-
urday 18th May at 2pm. We look forward to seeing 
more new faces and to welcoming old friends too. A 
dedicated group of members has been working to 
update membership and we thank those of you who 
have taken the time to contact us with changes. A 
presence at Synod is planned for this year and will 
hopefully provide an opportunity to meet some of 
you who live too far away to attend meetings.  
 
As was foretold last year, Fr Noel, who for nine years 
was Fr Nixon’s “email secretary”, has had to priori-
tise his time to his own parish duties. AAA owes a 
debt of gratitude to Fr Noel for his help and looks 
forward to his continuing association. Pru and Mari-
lyn now share the responsibility of responding to 
emails. It is challenging but rewarding as we get to 
know some of our recipients. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us by phone or via email if you have any 
suggestions or questions. 
 
A sincere “thank you” to all those faithful contribu-
tors who have continued to support AAA through 
this transition phase. The very existence of AAA is 
absolutely dependent on the generous giving from 
you all.  
 
This newsletter has only a fraction of the stories from 
those who benefit from your kindness and compas-
sion. It is a humbling privilege to read the emails 
from our recipients with requests and thanks for our 
contributions. Unfortunately, too many at present 
also contain returned bank drafts because local 

banking requirements have changed. This is proving 
time-consuming and difficult to overcome in some 
cases. However, with patience, co-operation and 
above all, prayer, progress is being made. It is hoped 
that more recipient groups will contact us via email 
as this is a faster way to update information. AAA is 
continuing to provide the means for education, shel-
ter for orphans, water resources, schools, hospitals 
and medical care. Above all, as the Sisters and Broth-
ers minister to the earthly needs of their community, 
they also minister spiritually and take part in the 
spreading of God’s kingdom.  
Yours sincerely, 
Marilyn Wright. 

 

 

APOLOGY and REQUEST 

We sincerely apologise to those who have received 
or who may yet receive a newsletter addressed to a 
loved one who has departed this life. We are work-
ing to remove the many anomalies in the address list 
and crave your patience. It will be helpful if you 
please notify us of change of address or if you no 
longer wish to receive the newsletter. Please notify 
us by mail or if it is more convenient, by email.  

It would also be most helpful for us to have an email 
address from you, if you have one, so that we can 
send you out receipts by email, and give you up-to -
date news from time to time. Please contact us on 
the AAA email at donate@anglicanaidabroad.com.au 
and let us know if you would like us to add your 
email to our data. We would be most happy to email 
the newsletter to you as well, if you so wish.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding.  

Note: New mailing address 

Patron: The Most Reverend P. Aspinall, Archbishop of Brisbane. 
Vice Patrons: The Reverend Brother Daniel, SSF, Society of St Francis,  

Mrs Avis Mathieson, Past President, M.U. Australia, Diocese of Brisbane,  
Mrs Barbara Brice, Past President, M.U. Australia, Diocese of Brisbane. 



 THANK YOU to Westpac 

One of the reasons that AAA can assure donors that all 
our funds go to helping those in need is that Westpac 
supports us generously by waiving fees on all the over-
seas bank drafts and electronic transfers. Thank you to 
the ever-helpful, friendly staff whose patience has 
been stretched but ever-present as we iron out bank-
ing changes.  

 

SACRIFICIAL FARMING BY SISTERS  
IN TANZANIA 

In March 2018, Fr Nixon wrote of the car troubles of Sr 
Martha in Dar es Salaam. Sr Martha has recently 
written again of the need to purchase a car that can 
handle the poor roads to their farm that is some way 
out of the city.  The Sisters of St Mary have several 
houses around Tanzania, and they have a policy of try-
ing to be self sufficient in food as well as assisting the 
poor in their areas. I have witnessed first hand the 
long walks or even longer bicycle treks undertaken by 
the Sisters with hoes and equipment to get to the 
farm or shamba. Sr Martha writes, 
“ Mkuranga shamba is far away out of the city. From  
Dar es Salaam to our shamba is 100 kilometers. We 
were using our small  van, but now cannot afford to go 
there, this van was donated by Swiss people for col-
lecting the grass for the cow not for shamba. In 2014 
we decided to have a land to grow our own food be-
cause the life of Dar es Salaam city  is very expensive. 
We have fifteen acres and we grow everything- cassa-
va, maize, rice, groundnuts, banana, pawpaw. Also we 
keep  some pigs there and chickens. It was easy to go 
to the farm in our small van, but now the road is very 
bad because the strong trucks damage the road. So 
now we use buses to go to the shamba, so we reach 
there very late, we work just two hours then we must 
go back home very late. At harvest time, it is very diffi-
cult to collect the food and bring it back home to Dar 
es Salaam. At Mkuranga, we are helping  poor people 
by giving them food. Many people are Islam, ten of 
them join Christian. They have a very difficult life.”  
I grew up on a farm, where we rode a truck or horse 
to the paddocks and if my Dad wanted a new farm 
implement, he went to the bank and got a loan. This 
luxury is not for the Sisters who instead work 20 hour 
days to provide food for themselves and still have the 
generosity to share with those less fortunate and talk 
of Christ to non-believers. Can you assist them with 
$6,000 to buy the new vehicle they need?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE NEWS FROM SOUTH SUDAN 

Readers will remember the moving pictures from 
South Sudan in the January Newsletter, showing the 
dire need for wells requested by Bishop Garang, and 
the violence in the areas where Bishop Daniel works. 
Bishop Garang provided details of two villages that 
especially need wells and a budget which included dig-
ging the wells, providing hand pumps and training of 
the local people to operate and maintain them. AAA 
has given considerable assistance to begin these pro-
jects. 

Sadly, Bishop Daniel reported more deaths- I will let 
him tell in his own words: “ We are quite fine in Duk, 
however, there has been an incident (January 8th) 
where innocent civilians were ambushed on the road. 
One clergy and four others lost their lives and three 
others sustained serious injuries. All that lost their 
lives were women and a teenage girl who was return-
ing to school. Please continue praying for peace in 
South Sudan. Up to now we have never heard any-
thing of where our abducted children are. (Story in 
last Newsletter). Please continue PRAYING!!”  

As with all our recipients, Daniel is heartfelt in his 
thanks for our prayers and assistance. “I want to thank 
you all for your support in so many ways and being 
part of the team, without your prayers and the assis-
tance of all kind you’ve given me I wouldn’t have 
made it without you.” 

Pre school run by 

the Sisters of St 

Mary in Tanzania. 

 

The condition of the 

roads in Tanzania 

are challenging for 

vehicles! 



MONEY MATTERS 

It has been Fr Nixon’s practice to put details of money sent to recipients in the Newsletter. He had a well 
developed understanding of all the groups that AAA had assisted and the people and activities involved, 
and had a system of giving small amounts regularly by bank draft. Our hard-working treasurer has 
attempted to follow these procedures, but sadly, many of the drafts have been returned as the banks no 
longer accept them. Often, there has been no accompanying information about alternative ways of mak-
ing deposits. Thus, during this time of transition, we have mainly been able to assist those with whom we 
have email contact. 

Please be assured that we are doing everything possible to assist people, but it will take time to establish 
new details and procedures. There are no new recipients being adopted in this transition time.  

Some of our recipients have requested that we indicate our intended donation to enable them to budget 
for needs. This seems sensible and therefore we have given fees for a year for some school students. This 
means that some of the amounts donated are larger than in the past. Another reason for giving larger 

amounts less frequently is that larger projects can be 
started sooner and both locals and potential donors can 
see progress and take heart. It is not only in Australia 
that delays in building or starting a project can lead to 
cost increases by the end! Bank charges for recipients 
will be reduced, as well as the time and transport for all 
those involved at both ends! 

Recipients are required to provide a budget and report 
on use of funds. 

South Africa Order of the Holy Paraclete $6,000 Running costs for orphanage 

South Africa Oratory of the Good Shepherd $3,000 Nursing studies fees 

Ghana Order of the Holy Paraclete $2,000 Eye clinic 

Kenya Anglican Provence of st Jude $1,500 Chicken project 

Ghana Bishop Cyril Ben-Smith $3,500 Electrical rewiring Mampong babies home 

Tanzania Sisters of St Mary $5,000 School roof at Masasi 

South Sudan Bishop Daniel, Duk Diocese $5,000 School fees for orphans- 2 students, 1year 

South Sudan Bishop Garang $10,000 2 wells at 2 villages- see article 

Sri Lanka Everly Nurseries, Kandy $1,500 Nursery school 

DRC (Congo) Bishop Ayule-Milenge Steven $4,500 Building and equipment for sewing project 

Cameroon Bishop Alphonse $6,000 Water tank and stand project 

Madagascar Sister Servants of Christ $2,000 Farming, clinics community care 

Sri Lanka Society of St Francis, Third order $2,500 Education help for 4 orphans 

Sri Lanka Paynter Home $1,000 Orphan assistance 

Zimbabwe Community of Holy Transfiguration $2,000 Charitable work 

Zululand, SA. Community of the Holy Name $2,000 Charitable work, school 

Namibia Community of the Holy Name $2,000 Joy to the World school 

Philippines Melanesian Brotherhood $2,000 School and farming projects 

Philippines Roxanne’s Refuge   $500 Children and youth in need 

Pictured: Bishop Ayule Milenge with sewing machines at the 

Sewing Training Centre which AAA assisted to build. (see letter 

back page) 



TRAGEDY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

On 6th March, our contact, Jos Kenton-Hoar sent this 
email. “I have just had a phone call from Mirriam Toni 
to tell me that one of the older boys, aged 22,  has 
died.  He had been so severely beaten that the doc-
tors were unable to save him.  Please pray for all at 
the orphanage (Bavumeleni Khaya) as they mourn one 
of their own.  The crime and violence in this country is 
getting worse and worse.” Later emails revealed that 
townspeople, fed up with the violence, had beaten a 
suspected perpetrator to death. The orphanage paid 
for the young man’s funeral which has placed a severe 
strain on their budget. AAA sends support for these 
orphanages but it is impossible for us to imagine the 
stress of daily living where fear and violence are so 
prevalent. 

Earlier, we had received a report on the two houses, 
one in Paarl, Western Cape, and the other in Somer-
set East in the Eastern Cape. There are 45 children in 
total plus their careers. 9 of the children have HIV/
AIDS with the consequent additional medical costs. 
There was a recent fire in the Somerset East house. 
The expenses provided (including funeral costs and 
upgrade of security) were about $13,000 last year, for 
one of the houses alone. As prices everywhere are 
rising, costs this year will be more. Please support 
them in prayer and in donations.  

ST CHRISTOPHER’S HOME CELEBRATES 50 
YEARS OF HELPING CHILDREN. 

On July 25th 2018, St Christopher’s Home in Fiji cele-
brated the fact that almost 800 children have benefit-
ed from time spent within its walls in the loving care 
of the Sisters, since it began in 1968. These children 
range in age from babies to teenagers and have been 
abandoned due to death of family members or pov-

erty. Numbers fluctuate, but there are around 30 chil-
dren resident at a given time. The Sisters encourage 
academic performance and provide extra help for 
those children who have difficulties achieving the re-
quired standards. This year, one student is to begin 
studies at the University of the South Pacific. An em-
phasis at the home is on providing loving care for the 
whole person. Children may be in the choir and also 
receive swimming lessons. Children are encouraged to 
keep in contact with remaining family members so 
that where possible, they can be re-united with their 
biological families. Adoptive situations may some-
times be the best option for others. A goal for 2019 is 
to complete the Moana St Clare Boys Home. This is to 
be named in honour of Sr Clare Masina, one of the 
founders of the home. Moana is the ocean that unites 
the Islands and gives identity to the Oceanic people- 
an all-inclusive concept which embraces unique differ-
ences and unites people who have compassion to re-
spond to the needs of the poor and neglected within 
God’s family. Sr Kalolaine MCS asks that we give 
cheerfully for the Bible tells us that Jesus says, “It is 
better to give than to receive.”   

Happier times at Bavumeleni Khaya 

Above: Bishop 
Halapua cele-
brating with the St 
Christopher’s com-
munity on their 
anniversary. 

 

 

Left: Children from 
St Christopher’s 
Home, singing at 
Christmas, in the 
Grand Pacific  
Hotel. 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please pray for:  

Please prayerfully consider your possible giving to the particular projects mentioned in this newsletter or in 
general. 
 
In particular, please pray for: 

The 2 orphanages in Western and Eastern Cape, for Sister Mirriam Toni, the members of the family 
of the young man killed, for the village where he lived, for the other residents in the orphanages. 

 
Those supporting orphanages like these: for good governance, for adequate finances and resilience 
in the face of danger and disappointment. 

 
The safety of the people of South Sudan including Bp Daniel, Bp Garang and their parishioners; for 
peaceful negotiations leading to a cessation of violence; that the leaders of government and the 
community leaders will come together to seek an end to violence across tribal and religious lines. 

 
The wisdom of the Sisters and Brothers in various communities as they come to terms with the new 
situation in the banking requirements of their various governments and seek to get the information 
to us. 

 
Safety for the Sisters in Tanzania and elsewhere as they journey daily to their farms to produce food 
and to carry on their lives day by day.  

 
The committee of AAA as we try to negotiate the pitfalls of a changing banking system in the coun-
tries where we assist.  

 
The successful start to the village wells by Bp Garang in South Sudan, and the water tank and stand 
that Bp Alphonse is building in the Cameroon. 

 
The people of Mozambique and surrounding areas who were in the direct path of a recent Cyclone 
and for the control of disease that is now rife. 

 
Give thanks for: 

The work of our Brothers and Sisters in the Anglican Communion and for their prayers for the world 
on our behalf. 
 
Continuing support from you, our dedicated and compassionate supporters. 
 
The work of Fr Nixon and his continuing legacy in the lives that have been changed through your 
generosity. 

MISSIONARIES OF ST ANDREW PRAYER 

O God, our Heavenly Father, who did’st send Thine only begotten Son into this world to teach us to love one another; 

grant that the missionaries of St Andrew and their co-workers may so faithfully obey His command that all people may 

live free from want, in peace and security, through the same Jesus Christ Our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee 

in the unity of the Holy Ghost, world without end.  Amen. 

Would Priest members kindly remember our work at the Altar and also those who distribute funds and those who re-

ceive them. 



FORM OF BEQUEST 
 

I give the sum of ________________ (or_____%  of the residue of my estate) to the Missionaries of St Andrew- Anglican 
Aid Abroad- for charitable purposes of that organisation and I declare that the receipt of the secretary or treasurer for 
the time being will be an absolute discharge of my trustee/s who will not be liable to the application of those funds. 
 

DIRECT CREDITS 
 
A safe and inexpensive way of sending your gift is to make a deposit at any WESTPAC BRANCH to our account at Morn-
ingside, personally, or via the internet. 
Account Name:  Missionaries of St Andrew - Anglican Aid Abroad 
Account No:  034 058 580656 
 

If you need a receipt, for tax purposes, please write and tell us your name, details of the deposit and enclose a self-
addressed envelope. Alternatively, email us and we will email you a receipt directly. If you intend the donation for a spe-
cial project, please let us know so that we can designate it accordingly. 
 

If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive our newsletter, please fill in your details below -  
 
Your name:  …………………………………………………….. 
 
Your address: …………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Telephone :  ………………………………………………………  
 
Email: ……………………………………………………………….. 
 
and post to either address below -  
The Secretary 
ANGLICAN AID ABROAD 
PO Box 6134, Wooloongabba 
Queensland, 4102. 
 
or email to - donate@anglicanaidabroad.com.au 

The special project I should like to donate to is: 

1 The General Fund *………………………………………………………. 

2 A Burse (number) *………………………………………………………. 

3 The work of *……………………………………………………………….. 

4 Administration …………………………………………………………… 

5 Investment Fund ……………………………………………………….. 

Tax exempt *  

Gifts of  $2.00 or more to AAA’s  overseas work are tax deductible. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANGLICAN AID ABROAD DEDUCTS  
NO ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS FROM OVERSEAS GIFTS  

It was a humbling reminder of the communal nature of the body of Christ and of the care that the recipients have for us, when this 
email came from Sr Fehoko on Feb 3rd.  
“Warm and loving greetings from the Sisters of the Community of the Sacred Name in Tonga, to you and the Staff of the Anglican Aid 
Abroad, in the Name of Jesus. Watching the ABC News regarding the heavy rain that causes flooding at some places in Queensland 
we are thinking of you all and your families and those who are suffering from this flooding. Not only that but the Heat Waves, Bush 
Fire, we are thinking of all the Australia who really suffer, lost their homes even family members. We have nothing in our hands to 
offer you at this time but what we have is only our prayers that brings our love and our heart felt for you and all the Australian who 
are suffering from the natural disaster out there. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. Every blessings, Sr.Fehoko” 

Letters- only three of many indicating the variety of the communications received. 

From Sister Isabella in Madagascar.  By post, a brochure of the activities of her Order (mostly in French) and a statement from the 
bank with the new details- all in French! However, God is good and we found an English version of the bank details from 2016. 
There are 11 Sisters who grow food and keep pigs and goats. They make hand crafts and vestments, assist in the local community 
with pastoral care and social activities. The Sisters also run a dispensary and host retreats. There has been no reply to my email ask-
ing whether they had damage from the Cyclone that brought so much destruction in Mozambique. 

From Bishop Steven Ayule-Milenge on Feb 4th 

“Greetings in the name of Jésus Christ our Lord and Saviour from Democratic Republic of Congo, Central Africa. Through this e-
mail I would like request assistance for our project of completing the construction of Sewing Training Centre in the City of Bukavu. 
The aim of the Centre is to assist women and girls victim of rape and sexual violence in the City of Bukavu to learn professional 
work can help them to win their life. (They) are at risk of embracing prostitution for lack of other sources of money to learn a 
trade to support themselves and their children.”  AAA has sent money to the Bishop and has received an enthusiastic and grateful 
acknowledgement. 


